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I the 

central Basts German Minin try of Health (Berlin M* 8oh*rahor*t*tras«e S8)« It 
in' compulsory to report many of these disease* to the Ministry# la addition* 
the higher staff of the Ministry frequently 'travels around East Germany on 
inspection tours and also maintains eor^espondeaoe with many ministerial and 
aeademio institute* on health problem*.! X» this way* the Ministry believes 
itself to be well informed on rare dlaeaeo* fin East Germany. 


Leptospirosis 


Gases of this do occur in last Germany* particularly recently in plants handling 
fish#' In July 1958* seven deaths from leptospirosis ware reported to the Ministry 
of health# Professor Johannes lathe oil Poetook University has been particularly 
interested in leptospirosis and has a laboratory in the hygiene Institute of the 
University* at Gertrudenstraese 9* for the study of leptospirosis# la May 18SR, 
he wrote a long report to the Ministry bf Health on his work on leptospirosis (see 
^■Appsadi*)# 

Inoephalitis 


Gases have ooounwd in East Germany every month from January to June of 1999* as 
the following taels shows i 


Gases of encephalitis in Hast Germany {Sant Berlin and Laendef )* 1982 
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Mouth New o&rfdft reported 

April f 

May 6 

June 4 

July 1 


do Epidemic hepatitis 

In early September 1962*, the Ministry of Health was investigating an 
outbreak of epidemic* hepatitis in Joharcageorgenstadt * The first report.® 
(which reached the SCO in Berlin-Far 1 shorst as well as the Mini® try) were 
of an outbreak of typhoid 0 It was quickly discovered that the early 
diagnosis was wrong and that it was an outbreak of hepatitis 0 In late 
August*, there were about 60 oases In. Jete^oge organs tadt and the number 
was* inoy easing* 

0© tethraa: 

Ga^ee cf this dianaee are practically unknown in East Germany* The last out** 
f?xkkk cw^iwd ijn 1948 in the firm of As id Serum Ifork* Dessau* me a 
criminal case* in which the veterinarian there poisoned hi a wife* 

fo Miscellaneous diseases 

CO* Slatoplaeffloart** psittacosis and plague ( w Fesi w in German)* These 
are* to all Intents and purree** tutorra in East Germany* . It l* 
not impossible that once every few years a ease may be imported*, 
hut it ii not known eroept for this 0 

(0° Cholera* Fnknown* There has not ’been a single ease for many year a* 

{$}• Brueelleaia© In early September 1962*, the Ministry did mt \mm of a 
single case in 8a et Germany * Oaae# do oeow?'* but are very rare* 

(4). Q few^a No eaeee are at the moment known to the Ministry* whl-.h* 

hmww? 9 re-fjegtilse® the possibility of its audit enow nine* i lines# i« 
usually very ii Ight and it la often not properly recognised and 
reported* 

i« Qeunen 4t*M*a* 

«*e Bel m in paragraph d are the itatl*fcl«« (total a only) recorded in the « ear at 
file® of the neutral Ministry of Health for the more own huaan disease®* 
for Aliy 1152 e The # batiatiee oame to the Mini a try as usual through the 
I*and Alaijrtwtea* it should be remembered that toward* the end of duly 1952 
the 41a eolation of the Land mini# tries was announced and the formation of 
Boiifk government* was in pvafjraea m there waa considerable dijorgaaiia felon 
in. the last German administration* 

b* The central Mini# try belied that the figures reported far deaths from polio* 
wyelitii were oorrabt* Jor new eaeee* however* there was probably ease' 
failure by individual doctors to report light infections s many of the eases 
ware vory light* 

It mn repaired to the Ministry that there wore more widespread outbreaks of 
poliomyelitis In the southern part of East Gema^y in August* 
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8 t& tittles of reportable* diseases for July 1952*' 
East Berlin oombimed 

Hew oii.se in 
tli® rxmtb. 

Typhoid t71 

“8. Five Laender and 

Deaths 

26 

Paratyphoid 

165 

X 

Dysentery . 

79 

1 

Diphtheria 

1,091 

8 

Scarlet fever 

3,789 

2 

Poliomyelitis 

28 

1 

Bacteriological food poisoning 

1,769 

It 

Puljuomry TB 

2, <393 

504 

Cutaneous TB 

tsa» 

1 

TB - other organs 

614 

49 

Tub eroular mening 1 t;l « 

i 
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A brief summary of Professor Dr. Johannes Kathe’s work on Weills disease in the 
food industry* 

Professor Dr* Johannes Kathe* director of the University of Rostock’s Hygiene 
Institute (Rostock* Gertrudenstrasse 9)* made a report to the East German Ministry 
of Health on 6 May 1952 on his work on Weil S s disease* the following paragraphs 
are a brief summary of hi3 report* 


X« In connection with his leptospirosis laboratory* Professor Kathe and his eo= 
workers made an investigation* from November 1951 to early 1952* of cases of 
Weil’s disease in certain places handling food. These places were 8 

a, the fish preparation factory in Schwaan* Kreis Guestrow 

b* the fish preparation factory in Marieneho be! Rostock 

G© the Rostock slaughterhouse* 

2t> The investigation started when a doctor* suspecting Weil’s disease among the 

workers of the Schwaan factory* sent Professor Kathe a blood specimen in June 1951* 
This specimen was serologically confirmed to come from a patient having Weil’s 
disease. This led to the testing of samplesof blood from other Schwaan workers 
and finally to the systematic work starting in November 1951. 

a* Prom 5 to 10 co specimens of blood sera were prepared. These were tested 
against six leptospira strains * two L* grippotyphosa strains and one strain 
each of L* icterohaeraorrhagiae ioterog* (Weil)* L. pomona, L. b&tavia and 
cardoola* 

b* Taking agglutination lysin titers of IslOO and 1*200 as "doubtful 11 and 

1*400 or more as "positive" for a leptospira infection, the investigators found 
17 more oases of infection* among &0Q workers in the factory* than the 7 oases 
diagnosed by the doctor. 

c* Weil’s disease is spread by rats and the heavy leptospira infections of the 
epitholia of the tubuli contort! of Rostock rat kidneys was noted by the 
investigators. (Levaditi’s silver staining method). There was a plague of 
rats in the factory and town of Schwaan in 1951 which Professor Kathe 
associated with the fish waste products scattered around. 

4* M a control* the blood of 106 inhabitant® of the area* sent for Wassermann 

reaction tests (W»*R.) was tested for Weil’s leptospira* One sample was positive 
(1*400 plus), that is c* l percent* Kathe noted* "That is a high percentage* 
certainly connected with the heavy rat infestation of our country. Profasmor 
Kathe next expressed his view that the official statistics in this field are 
unreliable. 

5* Investigation of the Marienehe factory showed 5 out of 105 workers to have Weil’ a 
disease* 

6* The Rostook slaughterhouse was found to have 0 oases among 77 workers* 
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Suranary of oases in the 

- 2 - 

three places 

Appendix 


Pl$oe 

Noo examined 

Weil => positive 
Actual Percentage 

Schwaan fish factory 

300 

£4 

8 

Marienehe fish factory 

105 

3 

3 

Ho stock slaughterhouse 

77 

8 

10 

control 

105 

1 

1 

Totals i 

587 

36 

« 


Only 8 of the 36 cases of Weil’s disease had been suspected by the general 
practitioners concerned* This ma not surprising* said Professor Kathe* when 
one considered how inadequate was the instruction of medical students on 
infectious disease oases* **When I recently examined a group of five candidates* 

I discovered that net a single one of them had seen a typhoid patient** Professor 
Kathe admitted* however* that Weil’a disease was not always easy to diagnose. 

8* Conclusions 

a. Weil’s disease was responsible for loss of production in some parts of the 
food industry. Patients might be away from work for four t' eight weeks and 
many of them for even longer* 

b* This should be combatted by training doctors to reoognize forms of lepto- 
spirosis earlier* by extending ^he use of automatic equipment in the 
fish factories* because the Knives wielded by the fisherwomen were 

responsible for many skin abrasions* which facilitated the entry of the 
leptospira* and by exterminating the rate* preferably by introducing 

50X1 -HUM 

s* Professor Kathe could not agree that for an 

assumption of a traumatic leptospira infection* proof of small cracks and 
abrasions ^n hands or feet was not enough* Kathe believed th at open wounds 
were not essential for the entry of leptospira. He did agree 
however* $hat between entry (Onfall ere ignis*) and outbreak of illness there 
was an incubation period of two to twenty days* 

d. Professor Kathe finally mentioned the social workmen’s compensation aspect 
of the matter* saying that Weil’s disease should be treated as a soheduled 
disease for compensation purposes. 
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